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"I was more obsessed with creating the
perfect layout." She was so successful that
professional chefs were blown away when
they worked in her kitchen for a charity
fund-raiser. "They said they'd never seen a
home kitchen set up to function so well and
so much like a restaurant kitchen," Linda
says. "It was the nicest compliment anyone
could give me."

Linda consulted with Canadian archi-
tect and designer Dee Dee Taylor Eustace
to renovate the 38O-square-foot kitchen
and breakfast room, as well as overhaul
several adjoining spaces.

"The exterior is Georgian with Tudor
details, so we went with traditional framed
cabinets and exposed hinges," Eustace
says. Existing bulkheads were removed,
and cabinets now stretch to the 12-foot-
high ceilings. Leaded-glass door fronts on
some upper cabinets-and X-motif trim on
the end panels of the two islands-also are
inspired by the house's period styling. "I
like that about traditional architecture,"
Eustace says. "You can look to the past and
reinterpret details so a new style is born."

A gorgeous blue-green quartzite stone
with rich veining jump-started the room's
color palette. The stone was used for the
countertops and also as inlays to accent the
honed limestone floors in the kitchen,
breaKast room, and adjoining foyer. "It
provides a continuity all the way through
the house," Eustace says.

Cabinets were painted whisper blue, a
color Linda admired in a favorite candle.
"We had the paint custom mixed to match

Q j ,rr:rblorJ^ri
Q) I l-,s. p,,,:
High-arc and
restaurant-sty e spray
laucets paii'ed with
deep sinks slmplify
washing big pots and
pans. Add a poi ii ler
above the range tf you
ofien heft heavy pots
of water to the stove.

4;:3::#*
Serious ccoks v.rant
pro-style equ prrrent
lf you rarely need
mega power, look
al some of the ess
pricey options.

r 1..b I ;il i;r,::
lf ch cr'e: and pets f ll
yolrr k;:c"3i, opt lor
dura:' e ratetals. Thts
i:rie ca: a:i one Great
Dare -:r: \reni wrth
', ri : - -": sico s
a-r :-r-:'ainer than
.' ::l :^ :'e i oor.

6 f r;x::::,'
Linda Waks tunes into
the Food Network
when she's rn the
krtchen. Having the
flat-panel TV built in
above the desk keeps
il rn vieyr but safe
from splashes and
spills. The desk rs also
a landing spot for
mail and papers that
tend to accumulate in
the kilchen.
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the candle," Linda says. "It's a very sooth-
ing, pleasant color."

While Eustace flne-tuned the palette,
Linda selected appliances that suited her
serious cooking style. She installed two
pro-style gas ranges (30 and 36 inches)
side-by-side to create a 66-inch-wide cook-
ing wall. "That way I have eight burners as
well as a'flat top,'where I can fryburgers or
do pancal<es or stir-fry" Linda says.

The 36-inch oven is wide enough for ca-
tering trays when needed for large parties,
and a stainless-steel shelfunder the hood is
warmed by restaurant-style heat lamps
that keep foods hot until they are served.

6Z f v.av zott/ traditionathome.com
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The Wal<s like to grill year-round, so
Linda installed an indoor grill cooktop
with vent hood. "The grill is off to one side
rather than nert to the stoves because it's
not something we use often," she says. The
arrangement also creates counter space for
prepping on both sides ofthe grill.

Linda's hands-down favorite appliance
is the giass-door refrigerator. "I just love
the rvav it looks." she says, although her
familv accuses her of being overly vigilant
about ho*-tbods are arranged inside. Glass
containers help that effort. Soda, beeq and
l',.ine are kept in art undercounter refriger-
ator in one ofthe islands. >

Linda's husband, Fred
V/aks, insisted on a butlt-tn
coffeemaker. Their Mieie
rnachine rs plumbed. but
other mociels can be filled
by hand. The buiit-rns aren't
clreap ($2,000 to $3,000),
bul may be r'vorth tt if
you're a cappuccinc addict.

ll l:*ix:;T*
Dlan plenty of accessrble
spac-" for cookv;are, drsir-"s,
and r:tens ls ihai you use
reglu ariy. Linda put deep
stor'agc drawers tn the
island by the stove and also
Deside the i-ange for storing
arqe pots, pans, and bowls.

12tr:.fi,i;,T;:,
Steam ovens are valuable,
especrally if you t x locally
gr-onrn fresh foods. The
Waks' M ele Stearn Ove r-r

seals in flavor and v iam ns
and cooks rnost food in
less than 20 mrnutes.

Above: Hon'eoirrnei' L nda \A/aks wtth her
daLrEhte rs Jess ca ( eft) and lvlar ie.
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[Kit h"nt
Quartzite counlertops inspired
the room's color palette. The
same malerial was used as an
inloy in lhe sto^e f oo.. A 'noqaic
tile from Saltrlio features
horizontal bands of stainless
steel and green and brown
ceramic tiles,

Two "Bracelet" lanterns by
Thomas Pheasant for

Baker illuminate the aisle
betwe-on th-o islands. A

coordinating "Bracelet"
chandelier hangs above

the breakfast room table.

Linda was adamant about replacing the
existing single islandwith two smaller ones.
"I always had to walk around the island to
get from the sink to the refrigerator," she
says. Having two islands with a path be-
tween allows for easy movement and better
organized work zones. The island by the
cooking wall is for prep, while the one clos-
est to the breaKast room is used primarily
for serving and snacking.

TVo jewellike fixtures illuminate the
pathway between the islands. Additional
Iighting is provided by recessed ceiling flx-
tures that are dimmable to suit activities-
from prepping to cleanup to entertaining.

"We wanted the kitchen to have a tradi-
tional feel but with a modern twist, Linda
says. "I didn'twant it to feel like a commer-
cial kitchen." Just work like one. ffi
Architect'designer: Dee Dee Taylor Eustace

For more infolmation, see sources on page 146
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[xquisite Mosaics
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Custom Details
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